Principles of Communicative Language
· Communicative language is student centered
· Communicative language emphasizes communication
· Communicative language focuses on real life situations. (1)
 
· Communicative language developed out of teacher dissatisfaction with audio-lingual methods (script memorizing) and grammar-translation methods.
· Students were at a loss to communicate within the culture of the language studied.
 
How It Works
1. The teacher sets up a situation that the student is likely to encounter in "real life".
2. Students respond to the prompts that the teacher sets up. Outcomes are held in suspense, because they depend on the students' responses to the prompts.
3. Student motivation comes from desire to communicate meaningfully about the situation that has been presented. (2)
 
Application in the Latin Classroom
1. Realize that these are principles to work from that have dozens of applications--from calling the roll and giving routine classroom instructions, to reading a story and discussing it, to expanding on a story and creating a new and spontaneous class story.
2. "Real life situations" must be defined by context. This is where Latin teachers and "communicative language approaches" often miss each other. This can be done in a Latin classroom with activities built around teenagers' lives (Quid per finem septimanae fecisti, for example) or, more often, around stories built on classical literature. The former provides a human touch that is simply necessary for teaching and learning; the latter is the focus of the discipline of Classics.
In the context of Latin study, "real life situations" routinely will mean an encounter with literature, and this means every kind of literature at every level--from the elementary Latin stories written for beginners to the complicated prose and poetry of ancient authors. All written Latin that students encounter become the "real life situation" of a Latin student and Latin speaker.
3. When Latin teachers craft communicative language situations for their students to learn from, the majority will likely center on a piece of literature. Early on this will mean stories. Later, it may mean poems or excerpts of poems or prose. On a day to day basis, it also means in-classroom acitivies that are routine on the one hand, and a part of the lives of students on the other.
An example from Catullus: students will read of Catullus' very physical and psychologial feelings when he considers Lesbia with another man in Catullus 51. They will hear him say that this other man seems to him a god because he gets to be near her. Using the same language as Catullus, but in simple, prose fashion, we might ask students: Aliquisne par deo tibi videtur? Quis? Cur? Immediately, the same experiences of love, jealousy, worship from afar, etc become modern, current and something that teenage students might have something to say about. The motive for speaking Latin will be to respond to the question.
 
A Note About Grammar Study
1. A Latin teacher's first encounter with communicative language approach often raises the fear/concern that there will be no grammar involved. This is simply not the case, however, grammar instruction will take a different role. It will not be the core or center of the instruction.
2. Dr. Stephen Krashen, a well documented researcher in the field of communicative language has demonstrated, with studies, that intense grammar instruction has little lasting effect (no more than about 3 months) on students' ability to use language. Here are his conclusions, based on studies:
· In order for there to be a positive effect of grammar study, highly motivated students, after intense grammar study, must know the rule, have time to apply it, and can only demonstrate a positive effect when being specifically tested on grammar.
· The active use of language (speaking, and composing) do not allow most of these conditions to exist for a high level of positive effect.
· Intense grammar study can be a positive tool for editing work, and that is its primary purpose: as language editor.
· Before language can be edited, it has to be produced. (3)
3. The last point is crucial: students must be enabled to produce Latin before we can ask them to edit it.
4. Latin teachers who use a communicative language approach find that they are teaching just as much grammar as before. The significant difference is that the grammar instruction comes from student questions and is always delivered in the context of language use and production (reading, speaking and writing).
 

