Communicative Language
Beginning Practices for the Latin Classroom
 
Scripting the Routine
The most basic way to begin using oral Latin in your classroom is to write down on index cards the things that you say in every class, every day. Write them down on cards, and literally tape them on the wall or desk or podium where you move around the classroom. Or, keep them in your pocket. Do this for just ONE day, and you likely will never need to look at the cards again. But, from that day on, only say these things in Latin.
At the same time, teach your students the "safety net" words, and how and when to use them.
(you will find the Routine Classroom Instructions list and the safety net rules on the Teachers’ page)
TPR for Ten
The general guideline for using TPR is that the first ten hours of instruction should be done in TPR style where the student's only expected response is to be a physical movement. The brain requires time to be able to begin to produce language. Ten hours of TPR allows the student to learn a large number of words in a fun, safe way, which the entire rest of the year can build on. Latin as the advantage that using singular imperatives are basically teaching the student the present stem of the verb without the student needed to know that this is happening!
(TPR instructions and word lists on Teachers’ page)
Reading, Rogating and Riotous Living
Reading stories in Latin can be fun and interactive. A key tool to discussing stories IN LATIN are Latin question words. Below, you will find a document of "posters" made for the primary question words. These are black and white Word documents. You may tweak the colors, fonts, borders, etc, and laminate them. I keep these on the wall all year long. Latin I students can begin to use these with them on the wall from the very beginning.
The question word posters and hierarchy of comprehensible input responses are on the Teachers’ page.
Compose Yourself
You will find three different ways that you can begin having students compose in Latin immediately in the Composition Notes and Examples on the Teachers’ page. The first two, breviaria and cartooning, can be done from the beginning (highly recommended) with any level student. The third, story extension, requires a little more preparation, but may still be used with any level student. The notes include step by step instructions for each, variations for each and examples of the story extensions included from my own classroom practice.
 

